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Message from President Chris Geering 

I am approaching my one-year anniversary as president of the Friends of the Library Southport/Oak 
Island. Over the past year I have been inspired by the dedication and hard work of the many volunteers 
who help the organization succeed. A special thank you to my fellow board members for their support 
throughout the year. Thanks also to the many volunteers who have shelved books, worked at our book 
sales, provided refreshments, and worked at membership tables at our special events. 

 
FOLSOI achieved many goals this year including increasing our financial aid to both Harper and 
Barbee libraries and running our first outdoor book sale at the Food Lion on Oak Island. 
These achievements as well as many others will be highlighted at our annual “Meet the Author” 
meeting that will be held on September 22nd at 1 pm at the Southport Community Center. Please join us 
for a presentation by Jason Mott, author of The Returned and The Wonder of all Things 

 
We will be offering a new membership benefit at the Meet the Author presentation. If you purchase a 
one-year membership or renew your existing membership you will receive a FOLSOI book bag in our 
new signature turquoise color. Come and check them out on September 22nd! 

 
Two new board members will be inducted at the meeting. Our new Vice President, Donna Morgan, is 
our first board member from Boiling Spring Lakes. Lois Taylor will be inducted as our new Volunteer 
Coordinator. 

 
Thank you, our members, for your support this year and we hope you will continue to do so in 2016. 
Don’t forget we have many volunteer opportunities available including Publicity Chairperson and Ways 
and Means Chairperson. (If anyone has talent at writing grants, this job is for you!). Please feel free to 
contact me to find out more about how you can volunteer with the Friends. 

 
I hope you can join us on September 22nd at 1 pm at the Southport Community Center. Refreshments 
will be served and our new book bags will be available. The meeting is open to the public, so come and 
bring your friends. See you there! 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Many thanks to all our Friends of the Southport/Oak Island Libraries! 

 
It has been a good membership year for FOLSOI. We now have 180 members, with 6 lifetime members 
among them and many patrons, sponsors, and beneficiaries. While most of our membership hails from 
Southport and Oak Island, we have members from as far away as Kentucky. 

 
The monies from our memberships directly benefit the Harper and Barbee Libraries, sponsoring programs 
like the Children’s Summer Programs, the Road Scholar lectures, the Opera Event in March, and many 
others. The money is also used to provide needed services like the leasing of new book titles for both 
libraries and equipment like the new large-screen TV’s in each library. FOLSOI volunteers also shelve 
books, provide refreshments, act as greeters, and publicize FOLSOI events. 

 

So thank you all! 
 

 There’s exciting news ahead! Our membership year 

begins on September 15, 2015 and runs through September 

15, 2016. If you renew or join FOLSOI this year, you will 

receive a striking, teal-colored book bag like the one 

pictured at the left. The bags will be available at our Meet 
the Author Event/Annual Meeting which will be held on 
September 22nd at the Southport Community Center. The 
presentation begins at 1:00 p.m. so come early to sign up at 
the membership tables – or stay after and join or renew then. 
Membership forms will continue to be available through the 
two libraries and at our monthly book sales which are held at 
the Southport Realty company. We will continue to provide 
bags to those who renew or join throughout the year. 

 
 

 
If you have questions about membership, feel free to contact me. 

 
Judith Steffens, Membership Chair 
judithsteffens2@gmail.com 
910 253-4498. 

What! FOLSOI is on social media?! 

 FOLSOI now has a Facebook page, and we need you to LIKE us! You can find 

us at on Facebook at Friends of the Library Southport & Oak Island, or you 

c a n  go to our website at http://folsoi.org and like us there. 

 
Visit our website often to stay updated on current and upcoming programs and 

book sales. While you are there, check out our new Book Blog! 

 

 

http://folsoi.org/
mailto:judithsteffens2@gmail.com
http://folsoi.org/
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Kids Learned to be Green Super Heroes thanks to BEMC 

 
At Harper Library on July 20, 2015, and Barbee Library on July 21, 2015, a very special 
presentation— the Traveling Teacher Show— was funded in part by a Brunswick Electric 
Membership Corporation grant awarded to Friends of the Library of Southport and Oak Island. 
Teachers Stefanie Boon and Melissa Stewart enriched the lives of the children attending by 
teaching them their role in saving the world. This was no ordinary show—it was highly interactive 
and packed with easy ways children can make their homes, schools, community and the planet 
more environmentally friendly. The “REUSE - RECYCLE - REDUCE” motto was demonstrated 
through various activities including role-playing, dress-up, moving to musical chants, and 
interacting with engaging characters. 

 
The little Green Super Heroes of Southport and Oak Island creatively learned practical behaviors 
to care for the earth, and left the shows knowing they can make a difference. FOLSOI and the 
communities represented thank BEMC for the grant which provided these special presentations, 
and also extend our gratitude to the Miss Stefanie and Miss Melissa of the Traveling Teacher 
Show. 

 
Many thanks to BEMC and the Traveling Teacher Show! 

 
SOS!  Help Needed! 

Do you have experience in writing grants or are willing to learn? Do you have time to help us 

publicize our events? The FOLSOI has open Board positions in Ways and Means and Publicity. Please 

contact Chris Geering at cegeering@yahoo.com for more information about either of our open 

positions. 

 

http://folsoi.org/
mailto:cegeering@yahoo.com
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Southport Community Center 
September 22, 2015 

1:00 p.m. 

 
Please join us at Southport Community Center on Tuesday, September 22, 2015 at 1:00 

p.m. Our speaker will be Jason Mott, author of The Returned and The Wonder of All 
Things. 

Jason Mott is a New York Times bestseller and 

Pushcart Prize Nominee, and critically acclaimed 

author. He wrote The Returned, adapted for the 

network television series Resurrection, and was 

named by Entertainment Weekly as a writer poised 

to break big. His sophomore novel, The Wonder 

of All Things, was praised by People magazine as 

“spellbinding.” USA Today said Jason Mott is 

“simply wonderful.” He also is the author of two 

poetry collections. Jason holds a BA in fiction and 

an MFA in poetry. He currently lives in North 

Carolina. 

 
 

 

We will also review the past year for the FOLSOI and look at the upcoming year. There will be a 
social time to get to know other members and chat with Jason Mott. 

 
Come enjoy being part of our organization and support our libraries! 

 
 
 
 

USED BOOKS SALE 
Upcoming Dates for 2015 

 

Southport Realty 

727 N. Howe St 

(Next to Taylor’s) 

9 a.m. – 12 noon 

 

SEPTEMBER 26 
 

OCTOBER 31 
 

NOVEMBER 14 
 

DECEMBER 12 

http://folsoi.org/
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Harper Happenings – Denise Ballard, Branch Manager 

Our Summer Reading Program was a big hit. 
Our theme this year was Every Hero Has a 
Story. We had 153 kids attend the six-week 
program. The Traveling Teachers show was 
wonderful with a lot of good ecology lessons 
for the kids and the adults. We want to thank 
our Friends of the Library for supporting this 
wonderful six-week program. The children of 
Southport and Oak Island really appreciate 
the fun and reading opportunities during this 
program. Our volunteers helped us keep 
things in order during this very busy time. 
There were many books to be shelved and 
shelves to be read. We couldn’t do it without 
them. 

 

We participated in Girl Scouts Maritime Day 
held at the Maritime Museum in Southport. 
We had facts and myths about pirates that we 
got from a book. The girls answered the 
questions by holding up signs marked fiction 
or non-fiction. They also made bookmarks. 
The supplies were provided by our Friends of 
the Library. We, and the kids, had a great 
time. 

 

We had the Brunswick County 4-H teens here 
for their program on gardening and eating 
wisely. The program was very informative 
and fun. We had a great turnout. 

Upcoming Events at Harper 
 

Lifelong Learner Series 

Wednesdays, 10 – 12 noon 
Beginning September 2 
Topic: The World was Never the Same: 
Events that Changed History 

Meet the Author, David Wilson 

September 17, 2 p.m. 
High Crimes in North Carolina 

 

Lit & Film Series 

 
October 22 and 24, 10 a.m. – 12 noon 
Shakespeare Comes to Harper Library 
Led by John Whiting 

 

Registration begins Monday, October 5, 9 am 
Limited to 30 seats 

Meet the Author, Arleen Patricia Mercorella 

November 5, 2 p.m. 
A Matter of Survival: The Story of Francis 

We have several Meet the Author prospects in 

mind for the fall. Stay tuned for more information 

on that. Check it out! 
 Harper workers have reorganized the stacks to 

open the flow of the library and make it easier to 

I would like to thank our Friends for all they find your favorite books! 

do. The book sale is a great fund raising event 
and it is very well organized. A lot of work 
goes into it, which I saw when I went by 
there. We are very fortunate to have such 
devoted and hardworking friends. 

 

Denise Ballard 
Manager 

 

http://folsoi.org/
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Barbee Business – Linda Pelcher, Branch Manager 

We have had a very busy month with the 
Summer Reading Program, “Every Hero has 
a Story,” and would like to thank the Friends 
for all their support in making it such a great 
program. A special thanks to Lee Simmons 
of FOL for all her help and assistance 
throughout the program. Also, many thanks 
to Marion Gunther for her help and 
assistance. Without the great support we 
receive from FOL and our volunteers it 
would not be possible to bring such good 
vendors to the program for the children to 
enjoy. Also, many thanks to those Friends 
who worked on getting the grant from 
BEMC, so we could have the Traveling 
Teachers from Raleigh area that were a big 
hit with so many of the children. 

 

Linda Pelcher 
Manager 

 
 

Please stop by Barbee to check out the 
renovations underway in the Children’s 
Section made possible by the generous 
donations made in memory of Linda’s sister, 
Charmaine Hutcherson, a former educator. 

 

Here’s a sneak peek: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events at Barbee 

Lifelong Learners Series 

Thursdays, 10 a.m. 
Discussions on history led by Max Williams 
The group is currently studying Modern European 
History 

 

Socrates Café 
Thursday, September 10, 2 p.m. 
Discussion topic: The Right to Privacy 
Led by Dennis Becker 

 

Meet the Author, Arleen Patricia Mercorella 
 

Friday, September 18, 2 – 4 p.m. 
A Matter of Survival: The Story of Francis 

 

Master Gardeners 
 

Friday, September 25, 1 – 3 p.m. 
Landscaping & Vegetable  Gardening 

 

Meet the Author, Larry Maisel, 
Southport Historian 

 

Wednesday, September 30, 2 – 4 p.m. 
Before We Were Quaint 

 

Gina Essey 
 

Friday, October 2, 2 – 4 p.m. 
Estate Planning 

 

Meet the Author, Howie Franklin 
 

Tuesday, November 10, 2 – 4 p.m. 
Yes Sir, Mr. President 

  

http://folsoi.org/
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Shakespeare Comes to Harper Library 
Fall Lit & Film Series 

 

For the Fall Literature and Film Series, John Whiting, professor emeritus, SUNY Orange, will 

present the two-part program Shakespeare’s Henry V: From Page, to Stage, to Screen on Tuesday, 

October 20 and Thursday, October 22 from 10 a.m. to noon at Harper Library. First he will 
examine the play and then address Laurence Olivier’s film of the same title (1944). A main focus 
of the program will be how the play makes a constant effort to transcend the limits of the stage 
when portraying epic historical events and how Olivier uses film adaptation as a means to fulfill 
that effort. Other concerns will include a comparison of the play and the film as related to how a 
wild and reckless youth can become a wise and decisive king and how an arranged marriage can 
become a romantic encounter. Also, Danny Devito’s film Renaissance Man (1994) will be 
considered as a more recent connection to Shakespeare’s Henry V. 

 

Registration begins at Harper on Monday, October 5 at 9 a.m. Enrollment is limited to 30. 
Participants will receive a complimentary copy of the play, which has side-by-side Elizabethan and 
Contemporary English versions. Sponsored by FOLSOI, this event is free and open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2015 Board Members 
 

President:  Chris Geering 

Vice President: Donna Morgan 

Secretary: Nan Becker 

Treasurer:  Bill Leuschner 

Webmaster/Newsletter: Susan Pyron 

Library Liaison: Judith Kurzer 

Volunteer Coordinator: Lois Taylor 

Publicity: OPEN 

Programs/Special Events: Paula 

Paxton 

Book Sales: Kathy Fleming 

Membership: Judy Steffens 

Ways and Means: OPEN 

 

 

http://folsoi.org/
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PLEASE PRINT! 

NAME_____________________________________________ PHONE (________)______________________________ 

ADDRESS_________________________________________ CITY STATE ZIP ___________________________________ 
 
If you wish to receive notices of upcoming events and newsletters digitally, please provide your 

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__ Just a Friend  $10.00    __ Benefactor
 

$100.00 
__ Family  $15.00    __ Lifetime $250.00+ 
__ Patron  $30.00    __ Donation $_______   
__ Sponsor  $50.00     

        Amount enclosed $_______ 
  

Checks payable to FOLSOI  

____Please contact me about becoming a volunteer! 
 
 

Visit our website at  http://folsoi.org  for information about our mission and programs and LIKE us on Facebook! 

FOLSOI c/o Harper Library 
109 West Moore Street 

Southport, NC 28461 

www.folsoi.org 
 

New Member? _____YES 

 
 
 

http://folsoi.org/
http://folsoi.org/

