
 

Message from President Susan Pryon 

Dear Friends of the Library, 
Fall is one of my favorite times for walking on the beach, riding bikes, 
relaxing on the porch, and, of course, reading.  In this edition of our 
Newsletter, I list some of my favorite titles that you may want pick up this fall.  
You’ll also want to check out the reports from our Board chairperson’s and our 
two library managers, Signa Simpson and Linda Pelcher.  They’ll report on our 
annual Summer Children’s Programs and let you in on what’s going on at our libraries this fall. 
 
This year’s book sales at Southport Realty have surpassed all expectations.  Thanks to generous 
donations of books and audiobooks, we have been able to offer a wide selection of titles to our patrons 
at our usual low prices of $.50 for paperbacks and $1.00 for hardback and trade books.  The extra 
income from the book sales allowed us to purchase some much-needed shelving, replacement 
headphones, and other equipment for our libraries, in addition to our regular contributions. 
 
None of our activities or contributions to the library would be possible without the help and support 
of our members, volunteers, and donors.  This spring, we held a Volunteer Appreciation Coffee at 
Southport Realty as a small thank-you to the people who give of their time, money, and talents to 
keep our book sale going, organize and run our educational programs, and do a myriad of behind-the-
scenes tasks.  Although we couldn’t invite them to our Coffee, the FOL is very grateful to the 
businesses in our community that have made donations this year.  You’ll find a list of those donors 
later in the Newsletter with our sincere thanks. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering, we have some opportunities for your consideration!  There are 
vacancies for both a publicity chairperson and a book sales chairperson.  You can read more about 
these openings later in the newsletter.  If a smaller job suits you better, we need some volunteers to put 
up signs each month on Oak Island about our book sales.  I’ve done this several times and have found 
it takes about 30 minutes each month to place all the signs.  If you are able to help us with this, you 
can send me an email at susanpryon@gmail.com and I’ll help you get started.   
 
Enjoy the Newsletter and hope you had a wonderful summer. We look forward to seeing you all at 
our September General meeting. 
 
Susan 

F A L L  2 0 1 3  N E W S L E T T E R  
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BOOK SALES  
Summer Reading Program: A 6-week 
program for children 3-11 years old. There are 
2 aspects: the reading incentive program in 
which children keep a weekly reading log & 
are given weekly "prizes" if they meet their 
goals & an Awards Party is held at the end of 
the 6 week program to celebrate their efforts. 
The other aspect of the program includes a 
variety of presentations to entertain & educate 
(ex. archeologists, marine biologist, 
magicians, etc.). 
The Summer Reading Program is made 
possible through the generosity of the Friends 
of the Library. There are no fees for the 
participants & children of all abilities are 
welcome. 
This is a very popular program at both the 
libraries & in the Summer of 2013 240 
children were registered for the reading 
incentive portion; 454 children & 206 adults 
attended & over 5800 children's books were 
checked out during the 6-week 1-hour 
sessions. 
 
Library Storytime: this weekly 1-hour session 
provides a fun environment where toddlers' & 
preschoolers' listening, social, coordination & 
fine motor skills are enhanced through books, 
simple crafts, music & games. Special guests 
also attend (Fire Department, Police 
Department, Cat in the Hat, Mother Goose, 
etc.) Special Holiday parties are also 
celebrated (Easter Egg Hunt, Halloween, 
Christmas, etc.) 
Again, there are no fees & the FOLSOI 
supports this program also. 
This is a drop-in program & weekly 
attendance varies (2-20 children usually).  
 
The success of the Youth Programs at the 
Harper & Barbee Libraries is greatly attributed 
to the support of the FOLSOI. Thank You! 
 
Joyce Griffin 

 
AUGUST 31  10AM-1PM 
 
SEPTEMBER 28 10AM-1PM 
 
OCTOBER 26 10AM-1PM 
 
NOVEMBER 16 10AM-1PM 
 
DECEMBER 14 10AM-1PM 
 

Located at Southport Realty 
727 N. Howe Street 

Library Youth Program 

Used books needed! 
Any and all book/CD/DVD 

donations are welcomed.   

Please drop off at either library or 

Southport Realty. 



 

 

FOLSOI NEWSLETTER FALL 2013 http://folsoi.org 

3 

Meet FOLSOI Board Members 

Judy Steffens, Membership  

Chris Geering, Vice-President 
I spent many years volunteering at school libraries and book fairs when my children were growing up in 
Massachusetts, so it was only natural that I continue that volunteer service with the Friends of the 
Library when my husband and I moved to Southport last year. My goal is to help our two beautiful 
libraries in Southport and Oak Island to thrive and grow and to encourage all those who live in this area 
to take advantage of their programs and services. 

Judy Steffens grew up in Connecticut and met and married her husband, Hank, while at Cornell 
University.  After Hank’s military service, they moved to Vermont where they raised their son, Tim, 
and Judy completed an MA in English Literature. They were in Vermont for 35 years; Judy was a 
teacher and educational consultant, and Hank was a professor at the University of Vermont. During 
that time, Judy was a volunteer at the Essex Free Library and then served on the Library Board of 
Trustees -first as a Board Member and ultimately as the Chairperson.  
 
The Steffens moved to St. James 8 years ago and Judy really enjoys being here. She’s continued her 
interests in painting, pottery, basket making, singing (in the SeaNotes) and, of course, reading!  In 
addition to her work with FOLSOI, she volunteers at the Habitat for Humanity Restore twice a week.  

Pat Lund, Library Liaison 
Since arriving at St James in February we have been putting down roots and hoping the unusually rainy 
season will help! 
My husband and I moved here from WI, where I got first served as a Reference Librarian in 1981. Since 
then I have been a Friend of, and an advocate for, public libraries.  The projects and programs that I 
have been involved are boring to list, but may serve as resources in support of libraries here.  In 
the Library Liaison/ Children's Services role on the Board, I hope I can make contributions to 
our community libraries as a volunteer.  Go Libraries, as ever, essential for life-long learning! 

Position Open, Book Sales/Collections 

Position Open, Publicity 

Came to NC to "pay back" two years of support for education and stayed 48 !  With degrees in higher 
education from USC (that's South Carolina), Simmons School of Social Work, and UNC Chapel Hill, I 
devoted my professional career largely to serving citizens of NC with mental health and developmental 
disability challenges. Perhaps the greatest recognition of these efforts was conferring The Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine by Governor Easley in 2003. Working in many different capacities, coupled with rearing 
four children that could not have been done without their loving father the years flew by. Reading for 
pleasure was pushed to the back burner. With retirement to OI, the last 10 years were spent catching up 
and what a pleasure it has been! It seems quite proper that becoming a member of FOLSOI was meant to 
be. 

Judy Kurzer, Ways and Means 
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Membership 
There are currently 197 FOLSOI members.  
A general meeting and membership drive is 
scheduled for September 24th, and we are 
looking forward to having many new friends 
join us. Membership for anyone who joins or 
renews in September and throughout the fall 
will extend until December 31st of 2014.  
 
The membership fee is small, but allows the 
Friends to provide funds for individual 
library needs and for a variety of different 
library activities such as the children’s 
summer program, guest speakers, or Opera 
Day.  Those friends who volunteer either in 
the library or for book sales and other events 
contribute above and beyond and their help 
is invaluable.  We particularly hope to 
interest more Oak Island residents in 
becoming friends and helping us develop and 
plan activities for the Oak Island library 
community.    
 

We are pleased to announce the addition of thirty-five 
new Friends since the last newsletter: 
 
Bill & Cathy Bauernschub  
Marianne Bell  Mary Marks 
Sandra Betz  Michael J Martin 
Sherrie Braidic  Cathy Miller 
Toby Bronstein  Paul Minges 
Vicki Burton  Bonnie Pendergast 
Eleanor Colston  Charles&Elizabeth Pollack 
Linda Douglas  Patty Reilly 
Sue Doyle  Darlene Rothwell 
Chris Dudley  Patty Schneider 
Judy Erickson  Tom And Jane Seery 
Donna Falk  Barbara Stock 
Karen Fort  Betty Timberlake 
Christine Geering  Patricia Tyls 
Mary Gorman  Nate Warren 
Gail Gregory  Nancy Watson 
Ann Haring  Al & Natalie Weil 
Michael Hicks 
Muriel And Steve Lawrence 

In May, the FOLSOI welcomed volunteers to its second Volunteer Breakfast held at our Southport 
Realty headquarters.  The food was good and the conversations lively.  We shared ideas about possible 
new activities, as well as reinforcing the successful activities of past years.  For instance, in discussing 
our March 3rd UNCW opera event, we talked about new ways to involve the community in our cultural 
programs and other strategies.   
Speaking of opera, several volunteers made the March 3rd event a success.  Kudos to Marge Leuschner 
for bringing the event to Southport for the umpteenth year, to Edana Schmidt, who helped out with set 
up and to our then new Membership Chair Judy Steffens, as well as Linda Jenkins and Barb Hazelton 
who worked the Membership tables. Ginny Cannon, Diane Butzin, Jane Warren, Jane Martin, Mary 
Jones, Meg Poe, Natalie Maxwell, Marge Leuschner and some anonymous bakers donated wonderful 
goodies for the attendees.   
 Our next big event, the FOL General Membership Meeting, is scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 
September 24.  We’ll need volunteers to help with food service, to make refreshments, to greet 
attendees, to tend the membership tables, and to help in other ways.  If you are interested in helping out 
at this event, please call me at 253-9752. 
Thanks to all of you, who continue to make things possible.  Volunteers are the backbone of the 
organization.  We don’t have Friends of the Library without you!  
 

Volunteers 
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Upcoming Events 
General Meeting 
September 24, 2pm to 4pm 
Please join us for our annual meeting on September 
24 from 2 to 4 pm.  The meeting will be held at the 
Southport Community Building.  Ann Ipock, author 
and humorist has agreed to be our guest 
speaker.  Ann is the author of the trilogy: Life is 
Short, I Wish I Was Taller; Life is Short, So Read This 
Fast! and Life is Short, But It’s Wide.  
"Ann Ipock's writing is at once hilarious, and in 
the next breath, poignant...” from Dorothea 
Benton Frank. I know everyone will enjoy her fun 
perspective on life's experiences. 
 
We will also review the past year for the FOLSOI 
and have a look at upcoming plans for 2014.  There 
will be a social time to get to know other members 
and chat with Mrs. Ipock.   
 
Come and enjoy being a part of our great 
organization and support our Libraries! 
 

Literature and Film Series 
At this point, two events are planned for Barbee Library.  In October, John Whiting, professor 
emeritus, SUNY Orange, will present a two-part program entitled Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle 
Stop Cafe: Novel and Film, a visit to Fannie Flagg's Southern sphere on page and screen.  In March, 
he will do a one-part program about the topic Jay Gatsby in the Movies: Alan Ladd, Robert Redford, 
and Leonardo DiCaprio, an examination of which portrayal best captures F. Scott Fitzgerald's elusive 
character.  Stay tuned for more information about these activities and news about other possible 
events. 
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Harper Happenings 
The summer has flown by and things have been 
really busy at the Harper Library.  Everyone 
had a great time at this year's Summer Reading 
programs. Thanks to FOLSOI the children's 
summer programs were outstanding.  Some of 
the favorites were A Magic Show by Fish the 
Magish, Can You Dig It? by Scooter Hayes, the 
StoryYELLER and Fort Fisher Aquarium's 
Hermit Crab's Friends.  Monday mornings 
were very lively at the Harper Library.  

On Wednesday mornings adults enjoyed a 
Great Courses DVD series on London the 
Greatest City in the Western World.  When the 
London series ended the group started a new 
study series on the Ancient Greek 
Civilization.  Anyone interested in learning 
about Greece and its history is welcome to join 
the group on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 
am. 

 On Thursday August 29 at 2:00 pm FOLSOI 
are hosting a Meet the Author 
program.  Richard H. Triebe will discuss his 
new book Confederate Fort Fisher.  The book 
contains information about all the soldiers 
involved in the second battle of Fort Fisher; 
including troops from North Carolina and 
South Carolina.  Call the library to sign up, as 
seating is limited. 

 We are excited about the new season that is 
around the corner.  Plans are being made for 
our Monday morning storytime hour, 
Storytime will begin on September 9th at 10:00 
am. 

Thanks again to the Friends of the Library for 
all your support we hope to see you in the 
library soon. 

Signa Simpson 

Harper Library 

 

We had a very successful Summer Reading 
Program here at Barbee with an average of 
approximately 30 children each week.  Joyce 
Griffin hosted the event along with the help of our 
volunteer Meg Poe.  Without the support of the 
Friends of the Library this event would not take 
place, so we thank the FOL for all they do for us 
here at Barbee. 
 
Beginning Tuesday, September 4 Story Time will 
start at 10:00 a.m. and be held every Tuesday 
morning  
 
 

Homebound Program 
Continues 

  
Sponsored by our organization and a community 
service grant from BEMC, the Barbee homebound 
program started this spring. Targeting Oak Island 
residents who are unable to travel to the library, 
books, DVDs, and books on tape can be delivered 
to residences on a weekly basis. If you know of 
anyone who may be interested, encourage that 
person, or persons, to contact the library at 910-
269-8935. Detailed information will be made 
available from the library manager. 
An interest survey will further insure that 
materials are to the person's liking. This is such a 
unique program and with fall approaching it is 
hoped that others will take advantage of these 
services. 
 
Linda Pelcher 
Barbee Library 
 

Barbee Business 



 

 

 

Book Recommendations by FOLSOI 
Judy Steffens recently reread Broken for You by Stephanie Kallos and was 
struck again by what a wonderful novel it is. The book tells the story of a 
developing friendship between 2 women – Margaret, a woman in her 70’s 
who lives alone in her Seattle mansion, and Wanda, a heartbroken and 
confused young woman who is traveling cross-country looking for an errant 
boyfriend. The two meet and the friendship they ultimately develop changes 
and enriches them both.   
 

Susan Pryon is already getting excited about John Whiting’s program scheduled for October at the 
Barbee Library featuring the novel and film Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café.  The 
author, Fannie Flagg, is one of her favorite Southern authors, along with Clyde Edgerton, Lee 
Smith, and Kaye Gibbons.  Each of these authors manages to capture the flavor and rhythm of 
Southern culture without turning their characters into caricatures.  Whether you grew up in the 
South or, as they say, got here as soon as you could, you might enjoy giving these North Carolina 
authors a try. 
 
Here are some favorites: 
Walking Across Egypt by Clyde Edgerton 
In this quick and humorous read, 78-year-old Mattie Rigsbee is trying to save the world one meal at 
a time.  The community and family dynamics are very relatable, and yes, there are women in small 
towns all across North Carolina just like her.  Mr. Edgerton currently lives in Wilmington. 
 
Fair and Tender Ladies by Lee Smith 
This epistolary novel chronicles the life of Ivy Rowe, a determined Appalachian Mountain woman 
who keeps her zest for living despite the many formidable obstacles she faces.  This book is 
considered a favorite of many of Lee Smith’s readers, but if you aren’t a fan of stories told through a 
series of letters or can’t acclimate to the dialectical writing, try Smith’s Saving Grace.  However, if 
you can pick up the cadence of the writing, I promise you’ll never forget Ivy Rowe.  Ms. Smith 
currently lives in Chapel Hill. 
 
Ellen Foster by Kaye Gibbons 
Another short read set in North Carolina, this book is told from the point of view of Ellen, a spunky 
girl who is tossed around from one household to another after losing her mother to suicide. Written 
in Ellen’s substandard English and incorrect grammar, she tells the story of how she finally is 
accepted by a warm and welcoming family.  Again, if the dialectical writing bothers you, try A 
Virtuous Woman.  Ms. Gibbons currently lives in Rocky Mount. 
 

THE LOREM IPSUMS SUMMER 2016 


