
 

 

S U M M E R  2 0 1 6  N E W S L E T T E R    

 

Message from President Chris Geering 
This past year has been quite productive for the Friends of the Library. Some of our major 
accomplishments have been: 

 We now have a Facebook page with 106 “likes” at last count. Please be sure to like our page if 

you haven’t already. Search for “Friends of the Library Southport & Oak Island,” then simply 

like our page. You will receive posts about all the activities going on at both Harper and Barbee 

libraries. The more “likes” we get, the greater our ability to use this medium to reach members 

and volunteers. 

 Receipts at our monthly book sales, held at the Southport Realty building next to Taylors 

Restaurant, have increased more than $2,000 since the same period last year as of the end of 

April 2016. Thank you to Kathy Fleming and her team of dedicated volunteers for making this 

happen. Kathy and her crew have also been making the book store space more beautiful by 

upgrading the shelving and furniture.  Come and check it out. Sale dates and times appear later 

in this newsletter.  

 Again this year, we obtained a grant from Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation (BEMC). 

This grant funded a children’s program “Books in 4-D” early in May 2016 at both libraries. Be 

sure to read an in-depth article in this newsletter about this program. Thank you to our new grant 

writer, Marci, and to BEMC for selecting us for a grant. We are still looking for a Ways & 

Means Coordinator to direct grant writing activity and search out new sources of grant money.  

Please contact us if you have experience in this area or just want to help. 

 This past year we also introduced a new member benefit – a FOLSOI tote bag in our new 

signature turquoise color. This perk helped increase our membership to over 215 from a low at 

this time last year of less than 100. Check out our new tote at any book sale or at either library. 

 Please reserve Tuesday, September 27, 2016 to attend our annual meeting. This will be held at 

the Southport Community Center at 2 pm. A.J. Tata will be our author-speaker and light 

refreshments will be served. We will be briefly discussing our recent accomplishments in more 

detail and electing board members for 2017. Be sure to join us. This event is free and open to the 

public as well as to all members of the Friends. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of FOLSOI, thank you for your support today and throughout the 
year, and thank you for being a Friend! 
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June 25 

July 30 

August 27 

September 24 

October 29 

November 12 

December 10 

 

 

 

USED BOOKS SALE  

Upcoming Dates for 2016 

 
Southport Realty 

747 Howe St. 

(next to Taylor’s) 

9:00 am – 12 noon 

 
Used books are always needed. 

Donations accepted at both libraries and 
Southport Realty. 

Did you know you can find us at the Southport Farmer’s Market every Wednesday morning?  
We’ll have a limited number of summer reads available for purchase at our usual low prices.   

Stop by our table when you are at the market! 
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Even though school’s out, students can still dive into reading with the summer reading programs offered at 

local libraries. Registration opens Wednesday, June 8 for programs at both Southport and Oak Island library 

locations. Call 910-457-6237 for Southport registration or 910-278-4283 for Oak Island.  

Registration is required for each individual program. 

Margaret and James Harper Jr. Library 
(All programs are offered at 11:00 a.m. on Mondays) 

 June 13: Fli-Rite Jugglers will present “Juggling Gestures” and books that explore the physical depths of 

the human possibilities with a particular emphasis on magic and juggling. 

 June 20: The Cape Fear Raptor Center will present an educational program featuring live raptors. 

 June 27: Capital Balloon Studios will present “Reading Is Magic: Inflate your Mind.” Using magic, 

puppetry, a lot of audience participation and detailed balloon art, children will be encouraged to read 

more often. 

(The summer reading program will not meet on Monday, July 4.) 

 July 11: The North Carolina Aquarium will present ‘‘Aquarium Olympics” showing off the best of the 

aquarium’s animals. The program will include live reptiles and amphibians. 

 July 18: The Science tellers present “Power & Energy,” things will fly, spin, move, and soar as they tell a 

series of stories. Experience the science of power and energy with exciting, hands-on experiment! 

 July 25: Get ready to party! This will be the event that culminates a summer of fun. Reading logs must be 

turned in by 6 p.m. on Monday, July 18, to receive a ticket to the End-of-Summer Reading Party. 

G.V. Barbee Sr. Library 
(All programs are offered at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesdays) 

 June 15: Fli-Rite Jugglers will present “Juggling Gestures” and books that explore the physical depths of 

the human possibilities with a particular emphasis on magic and juggling. 

 June 22: The Oak Island Beach Preservation Society will present “Surf Gecko to the Rescue;” and 

attendees will use their muscles to take care of the beach. 

 June 29: “The Story Lady,” Sharon Clarke, will share tales and tunes to help attendees tone up their 

muscles and get set to read. 

(The summer reading program will not meet on Wednesday, July 6.) 

 July 13: The North Carolina Aquarium will present “Aquarium Olympics” showing off the best of the 

aquarium’s animals. The program will include live reptiles and amphibians. 

 July 20: Fish the Magish will present “Vegi-Magic,” a program that takes a fun look at health and nutrition 

as it relates to being prepared for life. 

 July 27: It’s the celebration party! Reading logs must be turned in by 6 p.m. on Wednesday, July 20, to 

receive a ticket to the End-of-Summer Reading Party. 
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On February 9, Gretchen Piazza and members of the "Why Not Stitch" club presented FOLSOI with a 

framed needlepoint work of art in appreciation for the use of Harper library meeting room. This beautiful 

needlepoint was completed by many members with each providing a section to be incorporated in the 

final product. The picture reads "Good Friends Gather Here." Judith Kurzer, board member and Denise 

Ballard, Harper Library branch manager, accepted the needlepoint work. Members of our organization 

are encouraged to view this beautiful picture when visiting Harper library. 

BEMC GRANT FUNDS CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
 

For the first time, the children's book week was celebrated with a live presentation at both libraries. 

Thanks to a BEMC Community Service grant, Barbee and Harper hosted the Bright Star Theater 

group, performing "Happily Ever After." Some 70 children and adults engaged with performing artists 

as the Grimm Brothers iconic works came to life before them. Stories of Rapunzel, Little Red Riding 

Hood, Rumpelstiltskin, and The Elves and the Shoemaker took on a new meaning for those in attendance. 

The grant also enabled the purchase of special book bags and bookmarks for each child. Many filled 

their bags with reading material checked out from each library. What a wonderful event! Thank you 

BEMC and the librarian with the sharp eye who discovered this wonderful resource. 

 

WHY NOT STITCH? CLUB 

DONATES NEEDLEPOINT 

TO HARPER LIBRARY 
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2016 Board Members 
 
President:  Chris Geering  Book Sales:  Kathy Fleming  

V.P.:  Donna Morgan   Membership:  Judy Steffens 

Secretary: Barbara Sammons   Ways and Means: OPEN 

Treasurer:  Bill Leuschner  Webmaster/Newsletter: Susan Pyron 

Liaison: Judith Kurzer   Volunteer Coordinator: OPEN 

Publicity: Nan Becker   Programs/Sp. Events: Paula Paxton 

 

 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRPERSON (Board position) 
If you have experience with grant writing or if you want to become involved in a grant writing program,  

please consider contacting us for more information about working with the Friends of the Library in a 

grant-writing capacity. We are currently looking for grant writers and also a person to join our board as 

Ways and Means chairperson to oversee grant writing activities. We currently apply for about three 

grants a year and have been successful in obtaining all three on a yearly basis. We want to continue to 

apply for these three grants and also expand our program by researching new sources of grant money to 

fund the many programs we sponsor at our community libraries. Please call Chris at 774-219-7435 if you 

are interested in joining our Ways and Means program in any capacity or would like to find out more 

about this volunteer opportunity. 

 

NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE EDITOR (Board position) 
The newsletter is published three times a year, and the editor’s responsibility is to edit and layout the 

newsletter using articles and pictures supplied by other members of the Board or library managers.  Some 

skill in publication layout is required and is easily learned by anyone comfortable in using Word.  The 

website is currently in good shape and just requires updating once or twice a month.  Website design 

skills are not required. Training will be provided for this position.  Please call Chris at 774-219-7435 if 

you would like more information about this volunteer opportunity. 

 

PROGRAM VOLUNTEER 
We are also in need of a program volunteer to work with the Barbee Library manager in seeking out 

and booking Meet the Author programs featuring local writers as well as other educational or 

informative speakers.  This volunteer will work under our Board Program/Special Event Coordinator 

and will be encouraged to communicate with the program volunteer for Harper Library.  This volunteer 

position does not involve attending FOLSOI Board meetings, but does necessitate checking in with the 

library manager on a regular basis.  Please call Chris at 774-219-7435 if you would like to find out more 

about this volunteer opportunity. 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
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MEET THE AUTHOR 
 

 

 

 

Anthony J. (A.J.) Tata will be our guest speaker at the FOLSOI annual 
meeting on September 27, 2016 at the Southport Community Center. 

Following his talk, he will answer questions and autograph books 

available for purchase. His newest books Foreign and Domestic and 

Three Minutes to Midnight have been critically acclaimed. Come join 
us and meet this exciting author! 

 
Retiring in 2009 as a Brigadier General, Tony has appeared frequently 
as a guest commentator on Fox News' The O'Reilly Factor, America's 

Newsroom, Fox and Friends Weekday and Weekend Editions, The 
Daily Buzz, NBC's Today Show with Jane Pauley, The South Florida 

Today Show, The CBS Early Show, local television stations around the 
country, and scores of nationally syndicated and local station radio 

interviews. 
 
In 2015, Tony released a new series from Kensington Books/Pinnacle featuring Native American former 

Delta Force soldier Chayton Mahegan who is "outside the law, under the radar, out for vengeance..." He is 
also the author of the critically acclaimed, award winning, and Amazon bestselling Threat Series fiction 

novels featuring the Garrett Brothers, Matt and Zachary. A fourth Threat series novel was released in 
January, 2015.  
 
An avid supporter of veterans’ causes, Tony donates 100% of his Sudden Threat book proceeds to the USO 
Metro DC Hospital Services fund for wounded warriors at Walter Reed Army Medical Center and Bethesda 

National Naval Medical Center. He is the Chairman of the Board of the North Carolina Heroes’ Fund, a 

member of the Board of Directors of the US Military Veterans’ Foundation and a member of the Board of 

Directors of the North Carolina Military Order of the Purple Heart. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

SEPTEMBER 27, 2016, 2:00 P.M. 
   SOUTHPORT COMMUNITY CENTER 
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     PLEASE PRINT! 

     NAME_____________________________________________  PHONE (________)______________________________ 

    ADDRESS_________________________________________  CITY STATE ZIP ________________________________ 

     If you wish to receive notices of upcoming events and newsletters digitally, please provide your 

     EMAIL_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__ Just a Friend  $10.00    __Benefactor $100.00 

__ Family  $15.00    __Lifetime $250.00+ 

__ Patron  $30.00    __Donation $_______   

__ Sponsor  $50.00     

Amount enclosed $_______ 

  

Checks payable to FOLSOI  

____Please contact me about becoming a volunteer! 

 

FOLSOI c/o Harper Library 
109 West Moore Street 
Southport, NC 28461 

www.folsoi.org 
 

New Member? _____YES 

 

 
 


